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WISCONSIN LIBRARY STATISTICS 


This is the long requested “Statistics” number of the Wisconsin 
Library Bulletin. The purpose of this summary of the 1948 public 
library statistics is to present data on the resources, use, finances and 
personnel of public library systems in Wisconsin. 

For the purpose of reporting in Wisconsin, a public library is defined 
as “a library which provides free library service of a general nature to 
the people of its community, and that is supported wholly or partly by 
tax funds.” 

Libraries have been listed according to the population groupings set 
in in the Certification law except for those in places over 8,000 which 
have been further subdivided. A footnote shows the city libraries that 
do county work and make no separate report. Where a city library does 
county work and reports it separately, the county statistics appear on 
the line below the entry for the city library concerned. 

In column 4, “population in area served,” we have tabulated the 
population served that was reported by each library. The per cent of 
population served, the per capita circulation, book stock and expendi- 
tures are all based on this population figure. 

We are printing the Wisconsin Library standards, as set up in the 
Wisconsin-Wide Library Idea, for comparative’ purposes. Income of 
$1.50 per capita unless based on 25,000 population, does not provide 
money enough to carry on good library service. That is why the 
Wisconsin-Wide Library Idea recommends larger areas of service. 

All returns from individual libraries have been edited for discrep- 
ancies and omissions in the Commission offices. We have attempted to 
interpret your returns correctly. 

Suggestions for revisions and additional information will be 
appreciated. 


WISCONSIN STANDARDS FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
Standards quoted here are taken from the Wisconsin-Wide Library Idea 
Purposes 

The detailed specifications which follow rest on a foundation of four 
general purposes for public library service. These objectives naturally 
dovetail into one another. 

1. Education. The library system should efficiently provide oppor- 
tunity to carry on informal study through reading for any individual 
or group on any subject, any time. 
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2. Information. It should be able to supply quickly special facts 
needed in the serious work or living of any citizen or organization. 


3. Recreation. It should supply not only wholesome stories to read 
but insights into other lives and places and interests to help us out of 
the ruts of monotony and routine. 

4. Inspiration. It should provide suggestion and incentives for crea- 
tive activity of all kinds and improved living for the individual, the 
family and community groups. 


In the actual accomplishment of many small libraries today only 
the recreational objective gets consideration and that often in a narrow 
and inadequate way. This prevailing small recreational depot is unfortu- 
nately the total picture of a library carried in the minds of most people 
and public officials today. The Commission does not suggest extension 
or increased support for this kind of institution. It does emphasize the 
crucial need in a democracy of an efficient, flexible institution for infor- 
mation education, information, inspiration and recreation easily acces- 
sible and easily used by all people of all ages everywhere in the State. 


Library Income 
The following minimum per capita standards of support are recom- 
mended for varying stages of development of library service in areas 
with 25,000 population and over: 


For limited or minimum service ___---------- $1.50 per capita 
IE ID siprtskiintcsdetiniericeininnsteinamninnananinddiiiemdl 25,000 
Registration 

For adult borrowers and young people 15 years of age and over: 
20% of population of large cities, and 40% for smallest towns. 


For juvenile borrowers 5 through 14 years of age: 35% of popu- 
lation of large cities, and 75% for smallest towns. 


Circulation of Books 
For adult and young people 15 years of age and over: 3 to 10 vol- 
umes circulated per capita annually. 
For children 5 to 14 years of age: 10 to 30 volumes circulated per 
capita annually. 


The higher per capita figures apply to the small communities, and 
the lower ones to the larger communities. 


Book Stock 


Villages of 500—2,000 population: at least 4,000 volumes. 

Larger communities: 4 volumes per capita (active, up-to-date 
usable material). 

Additions: 3 tenths or 4 tenths of a volume per capita should be 
added annually. 
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1948 FACTS AND FIGURES ON PUBLIC LIBRARY 
SERVICE IN WISCONSIN 


Population (1940 census) ~---------------------- 3,137,587 
Number of public libraries __._.__.______-_---------- 298 
Number of persons living in rural area without 

EY GID vnrceiicncmnmnitinnimnioiiniiat 853,000 


Number of persons living in urban area without 
BE CITE ccdddcuncntddntesetoinniaiiiin 


Number of counties with no public libraries _____---- 1 


Total expenditures by public libraries (excluding 
capital outlay and libraries not reporting) ~.--- $2,947,578 
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